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• Welcome

• UK market overview

• Market insights
• UK 2025 statistics  

• Winter season DEC25 – FEB26

• Summer (June-July) update

• Industry update and consumer behaviour

• 2026 Visit Finland B2B activities + PR update

• Final notes

Agenda



Visit Finland UK market team

Asta Kekkonen 

Area Manager, UK and 
USA

Sergei Shkurov

PR Manager, UK
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UK market overview
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THE ECONOMIC AND EMPLOYMENT
CONTRIBUTIONS OF OUTBOUND TRAVEL
UK economic impact and the importance of holidays

O UT BO UN D T RA VEL

£52bn
GVA to the UK economy

2.1%
of UK economic activity

G VA  CO M P O S I T I O N

£22bn direct

£17bn indirect

£12bn induced

EM P LO Y M EN T S U P P O RT ED

818,000
jobs supported

370,000
direct

262,000
indirect

187,000
induced

THE IMPORTANCE OF HOLIDAYS

9/10
people agree that holidays
are important to them

6/10
travellers in the UK
book package holidays

93%
say holidays improve
their mental health

Source: ABTA / York Aviation, Outbound Travel - a catalyst for jobs, growth and wellbeing, June 2025

2030 GR OW T H PO T E NT IAL

+20%  →  £62bn GVA
compared with 2023 levels



Intra-European travel expected to grow further
UK is the 2nd largest source market

6Source: ETC Dashboard, Tourism Economics (forecast released June 2026)
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UK 2025 statistics for Finland 
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8Source: Visit Finland Statistics Service Rudolf, 
Statistics Finland

685,200 British
registered overnight stays in 2025

+13% compared to 2024 
(+20% compared to 2019)

British registered overnights in Finland 
reached a new record again in 2025. 

In addition to the registered overnights, 
British travellers are increasingly 

choosing short-term rentals for their 
trips. In 2025, British visitors’ short-term 
rentals counted for 20% of their 852,000 

total paid accommodation in Finland. 
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• In 2025, foreign visitors recorded 3.2 million 
overnight stays in short-term rentals, up 18% 
from 2024. This brought the total number of 
foreign paid overnight stays to more than 10.4 
million, a 15% year-on-year increase.

• Short-term rentals accounted for 31% of foreign 
overnight stays in 2025, compared with 21% in 
2019, before the pandemic.

• Short-term rentals accounted for the highest 
shares of paid overnight stays among visitors from 
Spain, Poland, Ireland, Estonia, and France.

• Short-term rentals accounted for the lowest 
shares of paid overnight stays among visitors from 
China, Japan, Sweden, and the UK.

The UK holds the 2nd 
position in terms of the 
number of registered 
overnight stays in Finland.

The ranking is consistent 
when considering the 
source countries by total 
paid accommodation, 
with the UK also ranking 

2nd, recording 851,800 
overnight stays in 2025.



Country Spend M€ YoY

Germany 369 -2%

Estonia 310 -6%

UK 306 +12%

France 260 +3%

USA 227 -27%

Sweden 182 -5%

Spain 176 +14%

Italy 137 -9%

Netherlands 132 +20%

China 120 -22%

Japan 98 +61%Source: Visit Finland Border survey Matkailijamittari / Border survey - Power BI

All British travellers to Finland
Year 2025

Country Trips YoY

Estonia 773,000 -3%

Germany 489,000 +6%

Sweden 468,000 -6%

UK 451,000 +17%

USA 257,000 -10%

France 253,000 -1%

Spain 204,000 +2%

Italy 195,000 +2%

Netherlands 161,000 +30%

Poland 135,000 +14%

Japan 129,000 +75%

China 106,000 +1%

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/apps/1f33a54d-9df8-4b29-ab87-6d5fbb62d4e1/reports/53eb8276-7ec4-4c13-9cb1-a24b6ee510d7/ReportSectioneedef5360c9a29c9625d?experience=power-bi
https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/apps/1f33a54d-9df8-4b29-ab87-6d5fbb62d4e1/reports/53eb8276-7ec4-4c13-9cb1-a24b6ee510d7/ReportSectioneedef5360c9a29c9625d?experience=power-bi
https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/apps/1f33a54d-9df8-4b29-ab87-6d5fbb62d4e1/reports/53eb8276-7ec4-4c13-9cb1-a24b6ee510d7/ReportSectioneedef5360c9a29c9625d?experience=power-bi
https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/apps/1f33a54d-9df8-4b29-ab87-6d5fbb62d4e1/reports/53eb8276-7ec4-4c13-9cb1-a24b6ee510d7/ReportSectioneedef5360c9a29c9625d?experience=power-bi


Source: Visit Finland Border survey

British vacation/recreation travellers to Finland - Year 2025

• In 2025, holiday travel from the UK to Finland rose notably during both 
winter and summer compared to 2024.

• Half of the travellers came with family or friends, 35% with a partner, and 
14% travelled alone. Over half of tourists were young adults aged 25-44.

• Most British holidaymakers preferred hotel accommodation while visiting 
Finland, although there was an increase in the use of rental cottages and 
apartments compared to 2024.

• Experiences related to nature and culture remained the most popular 
holiday activities, with outdoor and sports activities gaining in popularity.



Winter & summer high seasons: British registered overnights in the Nordics

12Sources: Visit Finland Statistics Service Rudolf, Statistics Finland, 
Statistics Sweden, Norway, Iceland, and Denmark

Nordic comparison

Nordic comparison

1,022,000

974,000

https://www.visitfinland.fi/suomen-matkailudata/matkailun-kehitys-pohjoismaissa
https://www.visitfinland.fi/suomen-matkailudata/matkailun-kehitys-pohjoismaissa


Lapland
346,200; +7%

86%

Hki region
45,800; +19%

11%

Lakeland
7,700; -28%

2%

C&A
5,500; -3%

1%

British overnights / winter 2025-2026

winter 2019 winter 2025 winter 2026
winter 2026 vs. 

2019
winter 2026 

vs. 2025

UK 334 900 379 900 405 200 +21 % +7 %

Germany 151 300 199 400 232 400 +54 % +17 %

France 161 700 234 000 208 400 +29 % -11 %

Netherlands 106 700 149 300 143 600 +35 % -4 %

USA 53 800 103 800 114 700 +113 % +10 %

China & Hong Kong 139 700 79 500 89 900 -36 % +13 %

Italy 42 900 74 800 84 300 +97 % +13 %

Spain 59 400 73 900 83 000 +40 % +12 %

Australia 32 600 61 200 81 000 +149 % +33 %

Sweden 75 100 68 500 76 500 +2 % +12 %

Switzerland 51 800 68 700 70 300 +36 % +2 %

Belgium 30 300 51 600 62 000 +105 % +20 %

Japan 49 900 44 600 54 900 +10 % +23 %

Estonia 58 200 47 200 54 400 -7 % +15 %

Singapore 35 300 58 400 50 000 +41 % -15 %

Taiwan 11 000 24 800 38 500 +252 % +55 %

Ireland 14 900 32 700 37 500 +152 % +15 %

India 19 000 37 500 36 600 +92 % -3 %

Poland 21 900 31 900 33 700 +53 % +6 %

Denmark 21 200 27 000 33 500 +58 % +24 %

Overnights in winter high season 2025-2026
And change compared to winters 2024-2025 & (2018-2019)
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High winter season (12-02) 

Source: Visit Finland Statistics Service Rudolf, Statistics Finland

2.5M foreign overnights 
+7% vs. winter 2024-2025

(+19% vs. winter 2018-2019)

• 1.6M from EU-27 + UK / +7% (+37%)

•  389,000 from Asia / +9% (+14%)

•  171,000 from America / +17% (+135%)

Growth especially in 

Kittilä, Enontekiö, 
Inari-Saariselkä and 
Rovaniemi
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Summer review, June-July 2026



Hki region
75,500; +24%

68%

Lakeland
19,000; +60%

17%

C&A
11,300; -4%

10%

Lapland
5,200; +57%

5%

British overnights / summer 2025

Jun-Aug 
2019

Jun-Aug 
2024

Jun-Aug 
2025

2025 
vs. 2019

2025 
vs. 2024

Germany 270 300 251 500 281 100 +4 % +12 %

Sweden 255 200 242 300 242 800 -5 % 0 %

USA 109 900 157 900 176 500 +61 % +12 %

UK 90 800 87 700 110 200 +21 % +26 %

Italy 68 200 65 600 86 600 +27 % +32 %

Norway 73 400 76 800 75 900 +3 % -1 %

France 64 100 61 400 72 400 +13 % +18 %

Switzerland 64 400 65 200 71 800 +11 % +10 %

China & Hong Kong 133 300 47 400 67 300 -50 % +42 %

Estonia 69 400 59 400 66 400 -4 % +12 %

Netherlands 62 300 59 500 66 100 +6 % +11 %

Japan 73 100 46 300 63 500 -13 % +37 %

Spain 56 600 54 800 61 200 +8 % +12 %

Poland 31 400 38 300 46 000 +46 % +20 %

Denmark 37 700 36 400 38 600 +2 % +6 %

Austria 27 900 28 900 34 500 +24 % +19 %

Australia 27 600 25 800 29 500 +7 % +14 %

Belgium 21 500 23 400 25 800 +20 % +10 %

Canada 17 700 19 000 24 900 +41 % +31 %

India 27 200 19 600 22 700 -17 % +15 %

Growth especially in 

Kuopio and Tampere

Growth especially in 

Rovaniemi and 
Kuusamo

Overnights in summer high season 2025
And change compared to summer 2024 & 2019

Source: Visit Finland Statistics Service Rudolf, Statistics Finland

2.1M foreign overnights 
(+12% vs. summer 2024 & -6% vs. summer 2019)

• 1.3M from EU-27 + UK (+13% & +9%)

•      250,300 from Asia (+25% & -27%)

•      233,500 from America (+15% & +47%)      



Seat capacity from the UK to Finland in Jun – Aug 2026
Comparison to previous summer

16
Source: Amadeus / Destination Gateway

Database update 16-Aug-2026

The number of seats 
available from London to 
Finland has clearly 
decreased this summer as 
Finnair has cut its flight 
offering from six to four 
daily flights.

The total seat capacity 
from the UK has been 
14% lower than last 
summer.



Flight Passenger arrivals* in June – August 2026

17

Comparison to previous summer

Source: Amadeus / Destination Gateway
Database update 16-Aug-2026

Despite a 14% decrease in the number of 
seats offered on flights from the UK to 
Finland, the passenger arrivals including at 
least one night in Finland are expected to 
remain nearly the same as those recorded 
last summer.

*) incl. at least one night in Finland



British overnights in Finland in June & July 2026

18Source: Visit Finland Statistics Service Rudolf, Statistics Finland

In July 2026, the UK was 
the 5th largest source 
market with record high 
number of overnights.

YoY growth in British 

overnights can be seen 
especially in the Helsinki 
region as well as in Jyväskylä, 

Tampere, Savonlinna, and 
Vaasa regions.

In June 2026, the UK was 
the 4th largest source 
market. Overnights 
decreased from record 
high June-2025 but were 
still among the highest.

Despite the overall decrease, 
British overnights grew clearly 
in Kuusamo, Oulu, Lahti, and 

South Savo.
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Outlook for autumn and winter



Amadeus/Destination Gateway 
Seat capacity &
forecast for 
Flight arrivals during 
Sep 2026 – Jan 2027

20



Seat capacity from the UK to Finland in Sep/2026 – Jan/2027
Comparison to previous year

21
Source: Amadeus / Destination Gateway

Database update 16-Aug-2026

The number of seats available 
from the UK to Finland will 
increase for the winter season 
and there will be new flight 
connections from 6 new airports.



Seat capacity from the UK to Finland in Sep/2026 – Jan/2027
Comparison to previous year

22
Source: Amadeus / Destination Gateway

Database update 16-Aug-2026

The growth in seat capacity comes 
clearly from the low-cost carriers, 
Ryanair and Easyjet, increasing their 
flights and opening new routes 
especially for the winter season.



Forecast for Flight Passenger arrivals* in Sep/2026 – Jan/2027

23

Comparison to previous year

Source: Amadeus / Destination Gateway
Database update 16-Aug-2026

Seat capacity from the UK to Finland is 
increasing towards the winter season and the 
current forecast shows also good growth in 
the British arrivals to Finland, especially 
during October to December.

*) incl. at least one night in Finland



Industry update and consumer 
behaviour

24



ETC: Britons’ travel plans for June – November 2026 

25Source: ETC – Monitoring Sentiment for Intra-European Travel

• Britons’ intention 
to travel in Jun-Nov 
2026 remains on a 
very high level 

• 57% are traveling to 
another European 
country

• 53% want to travel 
to a major tourist 
destination and 
42% to a less 
popular destination

• Length of stay seem 
to be increasing

• Traveling with 
family is decreasing 
while solo travel 
seem to be on the 
rise



Global turmoils and policies keep challenging
the industry

26



Immediate impacts in summer 2026

27

Tour operators are stretching  

People are more likely to book via a travel agent or tour operator as the 
Middle East conflict has re-shaped how and when people book their holidays 

(ABTA)

Very last minute bookings, changes and cancellations

Missed flights, refunds and unhappy customers

Some organizational reshapes have already been seen

Rising interest towards cooler 
destinations

Staysure: 58% likely to choose a cooler destination less exposed to extreme 
heat for holidays this summer. 24% rise in travel insurance policy sales for 

trips to Norway

Trivago: UK bookings for July and August rising sharply year on year. Norway

+55%, Sweden + 57%, Denmark +29%

Kayak: Summer searches for cooler destinations seeing increase (for example 

Ottawa +166% YoY, Salzburg, +92% YoY, Glasgow 24%)

Preference on intra-European and 
domestic travel

USA boycotts 

Safety concerns in Middle East transit routes

Queues on EU borders 



Will the ”coolcation” phenomena last?

28

• Specialist tour operators are putting more effort
in developing the snow-free and summer travel

– For example Best Served Scandinavia, Exodus 
Adventure Travels, Regent Holidays, Artisan Travel

– Volumes are not comparable to Winter Lapland! 

• Interesting products: 

– Lapland and Northen Norway combination tours

– Helsinki + Rovaniemi train combinations

– Lakeland self-drive touring

– Turku-Tampere-Helsinki train touring, possibility to 
combine with Stockholm and Tallinn with ferry

– Activity led holidays: walking, wild-swimming, cycling, 
bear-watching and kaykaing

– Sauna, sauna, sauna



There’s some work to be done…

29Source: Visit Finland: UK Trade research study 2026



Why our competitors are winning and what we
can learn from them? 

30Source: Visit Finland: UK Trade research study 2026



Distribution channels
Lapland focused Specialist TOs Online channels

31

Consortias

   Advantage Travel Partnership   |   Hays Travel Independence Group   |   Travel Network Group   |   Elite Travel Group

Agencies / home-working franchice

    Hays Travel    |    Travel Counsellors     |     Barrhead     |    The Travel Franchise / Not Just Travel

No of TOs: ~ 2000

No of Agencies: ~ 5000



Travel trends 2026
BBC, Hays Travel, YouGov etc..

32

• Coolcationing and Quietcations

– Cooler Climates: Breezy northern spots like the Scottish Highlands or Iceland.

– Quietcations (or “hushpitality”): People seek silence, nature resets, and lesser-known rural locations rather than overcrowded 
tourist hubs.

• Slow Travel – Taking Time to Truly Experience and genuinely connect

– Rail Growth: Train bookings spike as holidaymakers look for scenic, lower-stress ground transit. 

– Road trips with a luxury twist: Pairing Michelin-starred dining with curated lifestyle stops 

• Culture and Connection

– Bookbound & Set-Jetting: Trips inspired by literature, TV shows, and film locations continue to drive destination choices.

– Multi-Generational Trips: Whole-family holidays involving grandparents, parents, and children under one roof remain a top priority.

• Wellness Travel – Recharge, Rebalance, Reconnect

– Blending mindful moments with real-world rejuvenation, sound baths, nutrition-led menus, forest bathing, spa circuits, digital 
detoxes and sleep-optimised suites.



2026 VF activities

33



34

B2B events: 

- Feb / 5 countries workshop

- April / Eastern Finland workshop

- June / Midnight Sun workshop

FAM-trips:

- Jan / MATKA 

- June / Midnight Sun pre-tours 

- Sept / Lakeland Peaks 

Joint Promotions: 

- Regent Holidays, Lakeland summer

- Discover The World, Lakeland summer  

- TripAdvisor (Eruopean multimarket), 
Lakeland summer 

- eDreams (European multimarket), City 
Circuit

H1, what has been done (B2B(2C))
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We are sooooo back!
- Joint Nordic stand with 

Denmark and Norway 

- 44 stand sharers 

- 22 from Finland

And what is yet to come in H2… (B2B)



PR Update, Jan-July 2026

36
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What I still wanted to say…

39

• VF Market planning for 2027 is ongoing, market plans will be published in October/November

o Heavy focus in summer promotion in everything we do at the market 

o Happy to hear your thoughts! :) 

• Visit Finland will invest into a stronger market presence, focus in promoting summer 

• Watch this space! UK tour operators constantly report receiving more and more bookings from 

US and AUS markets

• Stay alert on EES and ETIAS development – most likely you will receive questions

• VF.fi market site updated, read more about UK market: https://www.visitfinland.fi/toiminta-

markkinoilla/iso-britannia/

• Recording and material will be published on VF.fi, including the full UK trade audit report

https://www.visitfinland.fi/toiminta-markkinoilla/iso-britannia/
https://www.visitfinland.fi/toiminta-markkinoilla/iso-britannia/
https://www.visitfinland.fi/toiminta-markkinoilla/iso-britannia/
https://www.visitfinland.fi/toiminta-markkinoilla/iso-britannia/
https://www.visitfinland.fi/toiminta-markkinoilla/iso-britannia/
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