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Summary
Travel to Finland and to the Nordics compared to pre-pandemic
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• According to our new Border survey (Matkailijamittari), the total number of trips to Finland by foreign visitors was 3.0 million during 
March-September 2023 and the total amount the visitors spent in Finland was 2,270M€. The median length of stay was 4 nights, and
73% of the visitors were travelling for leisure.

• Number of registered foreign overnights during January-September 2023 were 21% below the 2019 level. If we leave the Russian 
travellers out of scope, the overnights were 11% behind 2019 figures. 

– Germany and Sweden are the biggest source markets.

– From the main source markets, Germany, France, USA, the Netherlands, Belgium, and Austria have all exceeded the number of overnights they had 
before the pandemic (Jan-Sep 2019). 

• International flight bookings to Finland for the coming winter (Nov-Feb) are currently 6% above the 2019 level.

– Bookings to Lapland show strong growth for the winter season. Germany is clearly number one of the source markets, and German bookings are 
growing strongly to each destination in Lapland. Other very strong performers are France, USA, the Netherlands, and Spain.

– It seems that Norway and Sweden are also benefitting from the very good winter image Finland has, as the bookings to especially Norway show strong 
growth compared to pre-pandemic. 

• Flight connectivity to Finland is closer to the pre-pandemic level during winter season, and the gap in seat capacity narrows down from 
the summers’ -26% to -18% in comparison to pre-pandemic. 

– Flight connections to Lapland are continuously getting better for the winter season as several airlines have included direct flights to airports in Lapland. 
This winter there will be direct scheduled flights from 15 different countries to the destinations (RVN, KTT, IVL, KAO) in Lapland.

• According to Oxford Economics’ most recent forecast, overnights from Germany, USA, France, the Netherlands, and Austria will this 
year achieve at least the same level than in 2019. Travel from Belgium to Finland recovered already last year.
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Border Survey
Cumulative March-September 2023



Border Survey / March-September 2023
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Link to the report: 
Matkailijamittari - Visit FinlandForeign visitors in Finland

https://www.visitfinland.fi/suomen-matkailudata/matkailijamittari
https://www.visitfinland.fi/suomen-matkailudata/matkailijamittari


Border Survey / monthly March-September 2023
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Foreign visitors in Finland

Total 2023M03 2023M04 2023M05 2023M06 2023M07 2023M08 2023M09

Trips of foreign visitors to Finland, number 317,000 275,000 370,000 464,000 488,000 644,000 433,000

Overnight stays of foreign visitors in FIN 2.4M 2.8M 4.0M 4.3M 6.4M 8.2M 3.4M

Median duration of foreign visitors' trips to Finland, 
nights

4 4 3 4 5 5 3

Spending by foreign visitors in Finland 272M€ 159M€ 241M€ 360M€ 416M€ 502M€ 321M€

Spending by foreign visitors in Finland per trip 858€ 578€ 653€ 776€ 852€ 780€ 740€

Spending by foreign visitors in Finland per day 101€ 52€ 55€ 76€ 61€ 57€ 83€

Carbon footprint of foreign visitors' trips to Finland, 
thousand kg CO2

156,900 117,600 156,400 197,800 230,800 308,400 198,200

Carbon footprint of foreign visitors' trips to Finland per trip, kg 
CO2

496 428 423 426 473 479 457

Carbon footprint of foreign visitors' trips to Finland per day, kg 
CO2

59 38 36 42 34 35 51

Share of package tours in foreign visitors' trips to Finland,% 11 5 5 4 4 5 5

How many months in advance foreign visitors' trip to Finland 
was booked, month

2.1 1.8 1.7 1.8 2.3 2.7 2.0

How likely is the foreign visitor to return to Finland on holiday in the 
summer season, on a scale of 1 to 5 3.5 3.7 4.0 3.8 4.2 4.0 3.8

How likely is the foreign visitor to return to Finland on holiday in the 
winter season, on a scale of 1 to 5 3.3 3.3 3.3 3.0 3.1 3.2 3.2



Foreign registered overnights & flight statistics
Compared to corresponding period in 2019

6

411,300 
-20%

Sep/23 foreign 
overnights in FIN

77,900
-34%

Oct/23 int’l flight 
arrivals to FIN

76,200
-10%

Nov/23 outlook for 
int’l flight bookings 
to FIN

822,300
-24%

Oct/23 flight seat 
capacity to FIN

742,500
-21%

Nov/23 outlook for 
seat capacity to FIN

4.3M
-21%

01-09/23 foreign 
overnights in FIN

608,300
-30%

05-10/23 flight 
(6 months) arrivals 
to FIN

233,900
+4%

11/23-04/24 (6 mths) 
outlook for flight 
bookings to FIN

4.9M
-26%

05-10/23 (6 months)
flight seat capacity 
to FIN

4.7M
-18%

11/23-04/24 (6 mths) 
outlook for seat 
capacity to FIN

Registered overnights Flight arrivals / bookings* Seat capacity

Monthly 
view

Several 
months’ 

view

Sources: Visit Finland Statistics Service Rudolf, Statistics Finland; ForwardKeys Destination Gateway

*) Flight bookings including at 
least 1 night stay in Finland.
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Registered overnights
January – September 2023



Registered overnights Jan-Sep 2023
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Jan-Sep 2023
Change-% vs. 
Jan-Sep 2019

Total 17.9M -1%

Domestic 13.7M +8%

Foreign, total 4.3M -21%

Foreign excl. Russia 4.2M -11%

Russia 34,700 -95%

Scandinavia 657,100 -9%

EU-27 + UK 2.8M -2%

America 391,500 +12%

Asia 444,100 -50%

Source: Visit Finland Statistics Service Rudolf, Statistics Finland
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Top16 origin countries
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Jan-Sep/2019
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During January – September 2023, 
overnights developed positively compared 
to 2019 from

• Germany and Austria

• Benelux countries

• France

• USA



10Source: Visit Finland Statistics Service Rudolf, Statistics FinlandRudolf statistics report

Registered overnights

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYTVhODhlMTAtMmZiZC00ZjdmLWE2YWUtN2Q0MjJlMGE2ZTNhIiwidCI6IjdjOTRhMjQ4LWVjZjItNDFiNi05YjQyLTkyMzY1MTExNGIwNCIsImMiOjh9


11Source: Visit Finland Statistics Service Rudolf, Statistics FinlandRudolf statistics report

Registered overnights

Growth 
vs. 2019

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYTVhODhlMTAtMmZiZC00ZjdmLWE2YWUtN2Q0MjJlMGE2ZTNhIiwidCI6IjdjOTRhMjQ4LWVjZjItNDFiNi05YjQyLTkyMzY1MTExNGIwNCIsImMiOjh9
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Registered overnights in the 
Nordics
January – September 2023



13Statistics for the Nordic countries

https://www.visitfinland.fi/suomen-matkailudata/matkailun-kehitys-pohjoismaissa
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Flight arrivals & bookings
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431,300
(-31%)

Arrivals, foreign
Jun-Sep 2023 
(change vs. pre-pandemic)

233,400 
(-13%)

Arrivals, 
selected markets*&USA

Jun-Sep 2023 
(change vs. pre-pandemic)

193,000 
(+6%)

Bookings, foreign
for Nov/2023 – Feb/2024 
(change vs. pre-pandemic)

119,500 
(+26%)

Bookings, 
selected markets*&USA

for Nov/2023 – Feb/2024 
(change vs. pre-pandemic)

Jun-Sep/2023 flight arrivals & bookings for Nov/2023 – Feb/2024

Source: ForwardKeys Destination GatewayData updated 29-Oct



*Bookings for Nov-Feb → 3.9.

Source: ForwardKeys Destination Gateway

+23% +16% +6%
Total int’l
2023 vs. 2019

November-February

+70% +58% +43%France

+76% +62% +48%Germany

+92% +90% +67%Spain

+54% +36% +25%Netherlands

17,000

34,600

11,200

10,300

193,000

-1% -6% -12%UK 17,500

+15% +15% +9%Switzerland

10,900

+30% +18% +8%Italy 7,100 

-38% -27% -46%Japan 3,800

+50% +47% +36%USA

11,000

→ 1.10. → 29.10.

-60% -59% -60%Hong Kong 2,400

Follow up on flight bookings* for Nov/2023 – Feb/2024 
compared to pre-pandemic

No. of bookings*

*) Bookings including at least one night in Finland.

+39% +30% +36%India 2,300

Please note! Ryanair and 
EasyJet bookings as well as 
the charter flights are not 
included in the booking 
data yet.

However, this will change in 
December, when 
ForwardKeys will be 
modelling the data to 
include also all low-cost 
carriers and the biggest 
charter airlines in the 
booking data.+2% -3% -10%Others 65,000

Flight bookings for winter 
show growth also both to 
Norway and Sweden from:
• Germany
• France
• USA
• Spain
• Switzerland
• Italy

Bookings to Norway are 
growing also from other 
markets listed here, except 
from Hong Kong or Japan.



17Source: ForwardKeys Destination Gateway*) Bookings including at least one night in Finland.

No. of 
bookings 
by 29-Oct

change vs. 
last winter

change vs. 
winter pre-
pandemic

Biggest markets
Growth vs. pre-pandemic 
(markets with at least 100 
bookings to dest.)

RVN 35 400 +37 % +58 % DE, FR, ES
DE, FR, ES, IT, CH, NL, US, 
IN

KTT 15 600 +35 % +25 %
DE, UK, CH, 
FR

DE, FR, NL, ES, IT, US

IVL 13 900 +25 % +14 % UK, DE
UK, DE, FR, CH, NL, ES, 
US, IN

KAO 4 000 +42 % +18 % DE DE, NL, CH, IT, ES

Lapland 68 900 +34 % +37 %

HEL
120 000 bookings
+39% vs. last winter

-3% vs. winter months in 2019
Biggest markets: DE, US, UK
Growth vs. pre-pandemic:

DE, US, FR, NL, ES, CH, IT, IN

Winter bookings growing strongly to Lapland
Good growth also to Helsinki from many source markets compared to pre-pandemic
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Seat capacity on int’l flights



and change in seat capacity compared to pre-pandemic

Source: Destination Gateway by ForwardKeys
Database update 29-Oct

Europe
1,067 avg. weekly flights

(Share; %YoYPP Var)

(84%; -13%)

USA
16 avg. weekly flights 

(Share; %YoYPP Var)

(3%; +24%)

Asia
81 avg. weekly flights 

(Share; %YoYPP Var)

(13%; -39%)

Direct int’l flights to Finland November 2023 – February 2024

Total seat capacity to Finland 
for Nov/2023 – Feb/2024

3.1 M
-18% vs. pre-pandemic

From To Avg. weekly 
frequency

New York (JFK) HEL 7

Dallas (DFW) HEL 4

Los Angeles (LAX) HEL 3

Miami (MIA)* HEL 3

*) winter season only
*) winter season only

From To Average weekly 
frequency

Bangkok (BKK) HEL 14

Tokyo (HND) HEL 10

Doha (DOH) HEL 7

Delhi (DEL) HEL 7

Singapore (SIN) HEL 7

Seoul (ICN) HEL 7

Hong Kong (HKG) HEL 7

Shanghai (PVG) HEL 6

Tokyo (NRT) HEL 4

Osaka (KIX) HEL 3

Phuket (HKT)* HEL 1-7

Dubai (DXB)* HEL 3

Zhengzhou (CGO) HEL 1

Share of seats to Helsinki: 88%
Capacity -22% vs. pre-pandemic

Share of seats to Lapland: 7%
Capacity +109% vs. pre-pandemic



From 
(selected 
countries)

Share
Seat capacity 

compared to pre-
pandemic

Germany* 14% -11%

Sweden 12% -32%

Spain** 11% -13%

UK*** 11% -14%

Netherlands 6% +16%

Denmark 5% -26%

France 5% +7%

Italy 5% +45%

Latvia 5% +60%

Norway 4% -14%

Estonia 3% +40%

Poland 3% -9%

Turkiye 3% +38%

Switzerland 3% -4%

Belgium 2% +2%

Austria 2% +23%

EUROPE to 
Finland

Source: Destination Gateway by ForwardKeys
Database update 29-Oct

Finnair’s share 57%

Top20 airlines operating 
from Europe to Finland

Nov 2023 – Feb 2024

*) capacity increases 
from Dusseldorf

**) capacity 
increases from 
Madrid

***) capacity 
increases from 
London Stansted, 
Edinburgh, Liverpool, 
Bristol, Birmingham 



and change compared to pre-pandemic

Source: Destination Gateway by ForwardKeys
Database update 29-Oct

Region
Weekly flights 

on average
Comparison to 
pre-pandemic

Seats available 
2023

Seats available 
2019

Comparison to 
pre-pandemic

Share of total 
seat capacity to 

Finland 2022

Share of total 
seat capacity to 

Finland 2019

USA 16 +3 77,600 62,700 +24% 3% 2%

Asia 81 -56 401,800 657,300 -39% 13% 17%

Europe 1,067 -161 2,610,300 3,014,300 -13% 84% 80%

Total 1,165 -220 3,094,900 3,766,900 -18%

Direct flights to Finland November 2023 – February 2024



Flight connectivity to Lapland Nov/23-Mar/24
Compared to last winter and pre-pandemic

23

Destination Weekly flights 
on average 
(vs. last winter)

Countries 
connected 
(vs. last winter)

Scheduled flights from TUI flights from
(origin countries with 
more than 1 flight)

Seat capacity 
vs. last 
winter

Seat capacity 
vs. pre-
pandemic

Rovaniemi 42 (+17) 13 (+3)

UK, Italy, Ireland, France, Belgium, 
Germany, Spain (new), 
Netherlands, Turkiye, 
Austria (new), Norway (new), 
Israel, Luxemburg 

UK and Spain (new) +68% +382%

Kittilä (Levi) 16 (+3) 9 (+1)
UK, Germany, Switzerland, 
France, Latvia, Austria (new)

UK, Netherlands, 
Belgium, 
Germany (new), 
Ireland

+21% +9%

Ivalo
(Saariselkä)

4 (+2) 4 (+2)
Germany, France (new), 
Switzerland (new)

UK +99% -16%

Kuusamo
(Ruka)

4 (+2) 3 (+1) Germany, Switzerland (new) UK, Germany (new) +54% +48%

Source: Destination Gateway by ForwardKeys
Database update 29-Oct



Domestic flights to Lapland Nov/23-Mar/24
Compared to last winter and pre-pandemic
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Destination From Weekly flights on 
average 
(vs. last winter)

Operating carriers Seat capacity vs. 
last winter

Seat capacity 
vs. pre-
pandemic

Rovaniemi Helsinki 52 (+3)
Finnair (46 avg. weekly flights)
Norwegian (6)

+8%
(+11% / -21%)

-13%
(+5% / -68%)

Kittilä (Levi)
Helsinki & 
Tampere

30 (+2)
Finnair (27 avg. weekly flights)
Air Baltic, new from TMP (2)
Norwegian (no regular flights)

+10%
(+7% / - / -56%)

-8%
(+6% / - / -97%)

Ivalo
(Saariselkä)

Helsinki  26 (+1) Finnair (26 avg. weekly flights) +9%

-9%
(AY +4%,

Norwegian 
discontinued) 

Kuusamo
(Ruka)

Helsinki 20 (+1) Finnair (20 avg. weekly flights) -14% -24%

Source: Destination Gateway by ForwardKeys
Database update 29-Oct
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Oxford Economics forecast on 
travel recovery

Databank update in October 2023



Overnights – Recovery to 2019 levels
Databank update October/2023
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Source: Oxford Economics / Tourism Economics Databank

No. of overnights in 2023 comp.to 2019

Germany 682 400 3 %

Sweden 521 100 -7 %

UK 484 800 -15 %

France 375 700 10 %

USA 367 300 19 %

Netherlands 289 000 10 %

Italy 176 600 -2 %

Switzerland 153 700 -7 %

Spain 151 000 -13 %

Belgium 118 200 26 %

China & HK 98 700 -80 %

Austria 84 800 11 %

Japan 77 300 -66 %

India 74 300 -27 %

Russia 43 900 -95 %

South Korea 37 200 -33 %
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Source: Oxford Economics, databank update Oct 20, 2023



Spending – Recovery to 2019 levels
Databank update October/2023
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Source: Oxford Economics / Tourism Economics Databank

Spending (Million EUR)
in 2023 comp.to 2019

Germany 293 17 %

Sweden 256 8 %

UK 204 -6 %

USA 164 38 %

France 163 24 %

Netherlands 116 25 %

Italy 82 14 %

China & HK 76 -71 %

Switzerland 74 8 %

Spain 70 -4 %

Belgium 59 44 %

Austria 38 30 %

India 31 -16 %

Japan 30 -64 %

Russia 22 -94 %

South Korea 17 -27 %
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