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Why Spain? – trends 
SPAIN
Espanjan markkinakatsaus - Business Finland

• Spain as 4th European market after Germany in overnights to Finland & 3rd largest market in Europe in arrivals to Lapland in 
December 2021.

• In addition to Lapland and Helsinki, Spaniards in Finland are also interested in Lake Finland and the maritime archipelago. 
Nature, culture & design as well as food offer pleasant experiences. Spain is a growing country of origin for year-round tourism.

• Emerging market:  Travel to Spain by Spaniards is growing strongly, with overnight stays increasing by 63% from 2015 to 2019.

• Before the corona epidemic in early winter 2020, Spanish overnight stays increased by 22%.

• Luxury segment/product has proliferated compared to pre-pandemic times

• New summer programs (mainly fly & drive) launched from our main partners this year.

• Opportunities: restore VF-AY stopover program: Helsinki Area average stay 2 nights.

• Finnair full recovered and increased connectivity for S22 flying from MAD/BCN/ALC/AGP/LPA/TCI

• New airlines routes from Air Baltic (AGP-TME) , Ryanair and Norwegian

• Winter outlook remains quite optimistic-Operations programmed exceeding by 30% the record year of 2021 in number of operations

• More information: Espanjan markkinakatsaus - Business Finland
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https://www.businessfinland.fi/suomalaisille-asiakkaille/palvelut/matkailun-edistaminen/toiminta-markkinoilla/espanja/espanjan-markkinakatsaus
https://www.businessfinland.fi/suomalaisille-asiakkaille/palvelut/matkailun-edistaminen/toiminta-markkinoilla/espanja/espanjan-markkinakatsaus


Facts & Figures - Spain

Digital Demand internet searches
Forward Keys flight data
Overnight Statistics



SPAIN – summary of the latest market insights
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→Spain has been growing fast in terms of travel related internet searches in Finland, being among the top10 source 
markets in 2021 and in Q1 2022. Northern lights and Sauna are the most searched themes, as well as cities. Spaniards 
search also often general information about travel to Finland, which might imply that they are not yet so familiar with 
Finland’s destinations and travel offering.

→Flight arrivals from Spain to Finland surpassed clearly the pre-pandemic levels during the winter season, but bookings 
for the summer remain still on a little lower level than in 2019. Overall Sweden and Norway have recovered faster with 
summer bookings, and Sweden has clearly exceeded for June-September the 2019 levels. 

→The total capacity from Spain to Finland has decreased by 22% compared to summer 2019. Madrid makes a positive 
exception on this and capacity from there is slightly above the 2019 levels.  Total capacity from Spain to Sweden remains 
also below the pre-pandemic levels, while capacity from Spain to Norway has improved by 8%. 

→Registered overnights in Finland by the Spaniards increased strongly from 2016 onwards. Travel recovery after covid-19 
started late-summer 2021 and continued strongly in autumn. During the winter months Spanish overnights reached 
already the level of winter 2019-2020. Spain was the fourth biggest origin market last winter and it even exceeded the 
levels of winter 2018-2019 in Rovaniemi, Levi, Ylläs, Syöte and Vantaa. 



Digital Demand
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Digital Demand: Travel related searches in Finland Q1 2022 
Spain the 7th biggest market with 56 800 searches in Q1

Rank Country Searches Growth vs. Q1 2021

1 Germany 167 283 +52%

2 United States 151 590 +41%

3 Japan 122 944 +23%

4 United Kingdom 102 743 +51%

5 Italy 76 999 +25%

6 France 75 588 +53%

7 Spain 56 833 +36%
8 Netherlands 54 827 +92%

9 Estonia 48 181 +26%

10 India 39 253 +20%

11 Switzerland 37 519 +52%

12 Canada 37 513 +49%

13 Sweden 34 369 +26%

14 Austria 26 874 +54%

15 Belgium 23 516 +47%

16 China 19 757 -36%

17 Australia 16 941 +40%

18 South Korea 10 801 +9%

All international searches in Q1 2022:
1 434 400
(growth YoY 49% compared to Q1 2021)

Top markets by volume:
Germany, USA and Japan

Biggest growth:
Netherlands 

Other markets with over 50% growth:
Austria, France, Germany, Switzerland, UK

Source: D2 Digital Demand 7



Spain: Market specific searches for Finland in Q1 2022 
• Searches have clearly increased compared to the previous years of 2019-2021

• Spain was the biggest market for ‘Places to visit’ and ‘Monuments & memorials’ searches

Number of searches from Spain: 56 800 (growth YoY 36% compared to Q1 2021)
Microbrandtags Q1 2022 Q1 2021 Change %

Northern lights 8 900 5 400 +66%

Saunas 6 000 5 600 +7%

Travel 5 600 3 100 +78%

Places to visit 5 000 2 300 +114%

Cities 3 700 3 000 +21%

Monuments & 
memorials

1 900 2 000 -5%

Hotels 1 700 1 000 +70%

Glass cabins 1 600 1 400 +12%

Tourism 1 300 1 100 +16%

Travel 
restrictions

1 000 600 +72%

Russian war did not affect the searches

Source: D2 Digital Demand 8



Digital Demand: Travel related searches in Finland 2021 
Spain the 8th biggest market in 2021 with a growth of 18% compared to 2020

Rank Country '21 Searches '20-'21 Growth '19-'20 Growth

1 Germany 499 041 +5% +3%

2 Japan 484 472 0% -12%

3 United States 457 733 +10% +9%

4 United Kingdom 351 046 +12% +6%

5 Russia 277 955 -14% -35%

6 Italy 249 839 +8% +9%

7 France 221 519 +12% -16%

8 Spain 194 325 +18% -12%
9 Netherlands 169 799 +8% +30%

10 Estonia 169 027 +30% +24%

11 India 145 189 +12% +4%

12 Sweden 127 622 +8% -1%

13 Switzerland 112 178 +4% -4%

14 Canada 107 616 +11% +5%

15 China 85 324 -58% -63%

16 Austria 80 750 +7% -6%

17 Belgium 71 803 +7% +5%

18 Australia 54 662 -12% -9%

19 South Korea 45 618 +2% +9%

All international searches in 2021:
4 410 900 
(growth YoY 8% compared to 2020)

Top markets by volume:
Germany, Japan and USA

Biggest growth:
Netherlands and Estonia

Source: D2 Digital Demand 9



Spain: Market specific searches for Finland in 2021 
Spain was the 3rd biggest market for ‘Northern lights’ and ‘Places to visit’ searches, 
and #1 for ‘Monuments & memorials’ as well as for ‘Volcanoes’ in 2021

Number of searches from Spain in 2021: 194 300 (growth YoY 18% compared to 2020)

Microbrandtag
Searches 
in 2021

Growth 
20-21

Northern lights 25 600 +27%

Saunas 20 000 +11%

Travel 19 800 +53%

Places to visit 13 900 +30%

Cities 12 000 +16%

Santa Claus 9 700 +19%

Glass cabins 6 700 +15%

Monuments & 
memorials

5 400 +22%

Volcanoes 4 800 +390%

Tourism 4 500 -26%

Source: D2 Digital Demand 10



ForwardKeys
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Bookings from Spain to Finland, Sweden, Norway

• Finland was clearly above the pre-
pandemic levels with flight arrivals from 
Spain during the winter months, but has 
not reached yet the 2019 booking levels 
for the summer months

• Sweden is clearly ahead of 2019 levels with 
the bookings for the summer 

• Also Norway is ahead of Finland with the 
recovery of summer bookings from Spain 

• Sweden have bigger volumes from Spain 
than Finland and Norway with June and 
July bookings

2022 June July August September October

Finland 1 757 1 373 1 003 161 98

Sweden 2 628 2 343 1 371 318 106

Norway 1 591 1 564 1 429 297 129

2022 vs. 
2019 June July August September October

Finland -11% -11% -16% -18% -20%

Sweden +18% +51% +15% +12% -4%

Norway -6% +20% -9% +33% +40%

Source: Destination Gateway by ForwardKeys
Database update 22-May



EUROPE - Finland

Jun-Sep 2022 capacity -24% below 2019 level

From top10 
countries

Share Seat capacity 
compared to 

pre-pandemic

Germany 12% -28%

Sweden 9% -41%

Spain 7% -22%

UK 7% -32%

Greece 7% +25%

Italy 6% +11%

France 6% +4%

Netherlands 5% +16%

Denmark 5% -35%

Latvia 4% +3%

Spain – Finland Jun-Sep2022 capacity -22% below 2019 level 

Spain - Sweden -18%

Spain - Norway   +8%

Finnair’s share 53%

Source: Destination Gateway by ForwardKeys
Database update 31-May



Overnights
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Spain – overnights in Finland 2011-2021

2021
85,500 nights
No. 7 in rankings

YoY change +108%

2019
173,800 nights
2021 vs. 2019  -51%

Link to the report: Tilastopalvelu Rudolf - Business Finland Source: Visit Finland Statistics Service Rudolf, Statistics Finland 15

https://www.businessfinland.fi/suomalaisille-asiakkaille/palvelut/matkailun-edistaminen/tutkimukset-ja-tilastot/tilastopalvelu-rudolf


Seasonality of Spanish overnights in Finland

55 260
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During the late summer and in autumn 2021, overnights from Spain 
started to increase, and during the winter they reached the 2020 level 
and were only -7% behind winter 2019.

• Before the pandemic, all seasons were 
growing. Specifically winter had a sharp 
increase from 2016 onwards.

• In 2019, 33% of the Spanish overnights were 
spent in winter and 32% in summer. 
Similarly with the winter and summer, also 
distribution of overnights between spring 
and autumn was pretty equal.

• Spain was the 8th biggest foreign market in 
winter overnights in 2019, while this winter 
it was already the 4th biggest with a 4% 
share of winter overnights in Finland.

• During this winter 2022 (Dec-Feb) nearly 
70% of Spanish overnights were spent in 
Lapland (over 38 000). Overnights increased 
compared to winter 2019 especially in 
Rovaniemi, Levi and Ylläs. Beside these 
destinations in Lapland, overnights increased 
clearly also in Syöte (Pudasjärvi) and in 
Vantaa.

Link to the report: Tilastopalvelu Rudolf - Business Finland
Source: Visit Finland Statistics Service Rudolf, Statistics Finland
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https://www.businessfinland.fi/suomalaisille-asiakkaille/palvelut/matkailun-edistaminen/tutkimukset-ja-tilastot/tilastopalvelu-rudolf


Visit Finland activities on the market - highlights
SPAIN
• B-Travel, Barcelona, 1st April.

• Workshops with TO partners started Apr until Nov  : 17 cities across Spain (ongoing)

• Sustainable Iberoamerican Congress, Málaga 13th May

• MIS (Evento Plus) –MICE Event, Madrid 26th May

• PR Event TOP travel & lifestyle media: Sauna & Summer in Finland : June 16th –Team Finland

• Workshops MAD & BCN 26th & 27th October

• IBTM, Barcelona,  29th Nov – 1st Dec

• FITUR, Madrid, 18th -23rd Jan 2023 (TBC)
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Visit Finland PR Activities
SPAIN – COVERAGE
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PR activities in Spain in 2022
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Visit Finland 
PR Activities

SPAIN – COVERAGE
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Visit Finland PR Activities
SPAIN – COVERAGE
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Visit Finland PR Activities
SPAIN
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Visit Finland PR Activities
SPAIN
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Visit Finland PR Activities
SPAIN
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Visit Finland PR Activities
SPAIN
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